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Growing Up  
One boot, seven ravens, a few coos  
…and lots of dancers 
 

Playing Up 
Roots, folk, Americana, classical 
… and amazing voices   
 

Acting Up  
Good is a man going bad, 
Richard Parker roars 
…and Hannay is hilarious
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Friend of the Eastgate - 
£2 off the first ticket 
 
Registered Disabled- 
£2 off full price 
Accompanying carer - free 
 
Under 26 - £2 off full price 
 
Under 16 - 
Films - £6 
Live performances - £8 
Unless a different price is specified  
 
Family - 1 adult + 3 children or 
2 adults + 2 children for a group 
discount 
 
OAP - £2 off full price  
 

Audio Description service available. 
 

discounts
We offer a range of discounts on selected shows. 
Look out for the icons on the event listings.

Eastgate Theatre 
Eastgate  Peebles  EH45 8AD      

Box Office 
01721 725 777 

mail@eastgatearts.com 
For full information on the 

theatre please visit 
www.eastgatearts.com  

Opening times 
Box Office and Café: 
Monday to Saturday  

10am - 5pm  
until interval end on show nights

Follow us on 

Printed using vegetable inks on 
FSC® approved paper. 

All the carbon emissions 
generated in the printing of this 

programme will be offset by 
planting broadleaved trees in a 

local community woodland 
resulting in the print becoming 

completely carbon balanced.

The Eastgate Theatre gratefully acknowledges the support of 

eg...
April 
The Seven Ravens 
Can Ada survive the quest and rescue the seven 
brothers she never knew she had? ...23 

Cinderella 
Ashton’s musicality is perfectly matched to 
Prokofiev’s transcendent score ...12 

 
May 
Good 
David Tenant in a searing reminder of 
how little it takes to become a monster ...4 

The 39 Steps 
4 Tweed Theatre actors play John Buchan’s 
classic story  largely for laughs   ...8 

Life of Pi 
Extraordinary stage production of the 
classic film and book –  puppets like you 
have never seen ...7 

 
June  
Borka 
Live opera for children and families ...25 
Kris Drever Band 
Kris takes a break from recording and 
collaborating to perform with his own band ...10 

The Hills Have Ayes 
Perthshire farmer and comedian Jim Smith 
with a brand new show. Warning: may 
contain neeps! ...14

There is a traditional saying that 
people make places and, since 
joining the Eastgate, I find myself 
reflecting on how true that is. As 
I take over from Caroline Adam I 
thank her, the team, all the friends 
and volunteers for making the 
theatre the warm, welcoming, 
creative place it is and for getting 
it through the hardest of years. 

In times of challenges, I always 
revert to the wit and wisdom of 
my favourite author, the late 
great Terry Pratchett “It is vital to 
remember who you really are. It’s 
very important. It isn’t a good idea 
to rely on other people or things to 
do it for you, you see. They always 
get it wrong”. So, let’s celebrate all 
those who have gone before and 
what the Eastgate will be. 

As 2023 gets fully underway we 
aim to continue to be a place where 
people of every age can thrive 
creatively and enjoy the rich 
programme of films, wonderful 
live music and theatre, comedy, 
community events along with 
our participation programme 
and festivals. 

And if we haven’t yet met, come 
in, grab a brew from Mikuni and 
his team and say “Hello”. 

spotlight

2023
spring...

Deborah Gallagher 
Director

highlights...

Front cover 
 
Down the Line 
by Saul Robertson. 
See more of Saul’s work at 
www.saulrobertson.com 
He is also represented by Roger 
Billcliffe Fine Art (185b Bath St, 
Glasgow G2 4HU).

eg...

COMMUNITIES 
AND MENTAL 
HEALTH FUND

Saul is also exhibiting at the Fidra Fine Art Summer show in June 2023 
(7-8 Stanley Rd, Main St, Gullane EH31 2AD), and has a solo show 
scheduled for the Open Eye Gallery (34 Abercromby Pl, Edinburgh 
EH3 6QE) 



eg...Drama on Screen 
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NATIONAL THEATRE  
presents 

GOOD 
Auditorium 

David Tennant makes a much-anticipated return to the 
West End stage in a blistering reimagining of one of 
Britain’s most powerful political plays.  

As the world faces its Second World War, John Halder, a 
good, intelligent German professor, finds himself pulled 
into a movement with unthinkable consequences.  

Olivier Award-winner Dominic Cooke directs C.P. Taylor’s 
timely tale, with a cast that also features Elliot Levey and 
Sharon Small. The play was filmed live at the Harold Pinter 
Theatre in London.   

“Tennant is spellbinding in his ordinariness, not hiding 
Halder’s venality yet ensuring he remains human.”  
The Guardian 

Fri 5 May  
7pm  
£18  
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...Drama on Screen

NATIONAL THEATRE   
presents 

Life of Pi 
Auditorium 

Puppetry, magic and storytelling combine in a unique, Olivier Award-winning stage 
adaptation of the best-selling novel.  

After a cargo ship sinks in the middle of the vast Pacific Ocean, a 16-year-old boy named 
Pi is stranded on a lifeboat with four other survivors – a hyena, a zebra, an orangutan and 
a Royal Bengal tiger. Time is against them, nature is harsh, who will survive? 

Filmed live in London’s West End and featuring state-of-the-art puppetry and visuals, the 
epic journey of endurance and hope is bought to life in a breath-taking new way for 
cinemas screens. 

Life of Pi by Yann Martel, adapted by Lolita Chakrabarti, directed by Max Webster.  

Thu 25 May 
7pm 
£18, £10 under 16

for more information visit  www.eastgatearts.comEASTGATE  PEEBLES  EH45 8AD      BOX OFFICE  01721 725 777
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NATIONAL THEATRE 
presents 

Best of Enemies 
Auditorium 

David Harewood and Zachary Quinto play 
feuding political rivals in James Graham’s 
multi award-winning new drama.  

In 1968 America, as two men fight to 
become the next president, all eyes are on 
the battle between two others: the 
cunningly conservative William F. Buckley 
Jr., and the unruly liberal Gore Vidal. 
During a new nightly television format, 
they debate the moral landscape of a 
shattered nation. As beliefs are challenged 
and slurs slung, a new frontier in American 
politics is opening and television news is 
about to be transformed forever.  

Jeremy Herrin directs this blistering 
political thriller, filmed live in London’s 
West End. The play was inspired by the 
documentary by Morgan Neville and 
Robert Gordon. 

Thu 15 June 
7pm 
£18 
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HOTTROD THEATRE COMPANY  
presents 

Wandering  
Willie’s Tale 
Auditorium 

Sir Walter Scott’s gothic yarn is brought to the 
stage by John Nichol. Set in the late 17th century, 
with the blood of the Covenanters still fresh on 
the ground, this is the supernatural tale involving 
Steenie, the grandfather of blind fiddler 
Wandering Willie. It tells of Steenie’s mysterious 
and terrifying journey to prove his loyalty 
towards his master, the merciless Sir Robert 
Redgauntlet. 

“It’s captivating, humorous…… 
and a wee bit scary”. 

Age: 12+  (recommended) 

Sat 1 April 
7:30 pm 
£12

TWEED THEATRE  
presents 

The Thirty 
Nine Steps 
Auditorium 

John Buchan’s classic thriller and adventure 
story is laced with elements of Hitchcock’s 
1935 film then performed on stage - largely for 
laughs - with 30+ characters  played by only 
four performers.   

One actor plays the hero, Richard Hannay, an 
actress plays the three women with whom he 
has romantic entanglements, and two other 
actors play every other character - heroes, 
villains, men, women, children and even the 
occasional inanimate object. 

Thu 11, Fri 12 and Sat 13 May 
7.30pm 
£12 

...Music

for more information visit  www.eastgatearts.comEASTGATE  PEEBLES  EH45 8AD      BOX OFFICE  01721 725 777
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Breabach 
Auditorium 

Breabach unite deep roots in Highland and 
Island tradition with the innovative musical 
ferment of their Glasgow base.  Their latest 
album Fàs sees the band showcase more 
progressive elements in their music than ever 
before. They were named Folk Band of the Year 
2022 at the BBC Alba Scots Trad Music Awards. 

Breabach are; Megan Henderson, James 
Lindsay, Calum MacCrimmon, Conal 
McDonagh and Ewan Robertson Their 
seventeen year adventure has included live 
performances all over the world from Sydney 
Opera House to Central Park, New York.  

“Matching fiery intensity with exquisite 
finesse, this was a magnificent set” ★★★★★ 
The Scotsman 

Thu 4 May 
7.30pm 
£18

Esther Swift 
Auditorium 

Esther Swift explores ritual, connection, 
isolation and the natural world in her 
performance with pedal harp and voice. 

A prolific, boldly innovative harpist, composer 
and singer, Esther works across genres as 
diverse as classical chamber music and free 
improvisation and writes for ensembles large 
and small. She has received numerous 
prestigious commissions with her music taking 
her across the world to Vietnam, New Zealand, 
Malaysia, Mongolia, and beyond.  

Esther has recently been commissioned by 
Celtic Connections, Chamber Music Scotland, 
Manchester Jazz Festival and The Edwin 
Morgan Trust and performed internationally 
with her band Emergence Ensemble. 

“Björk-esque”  The Edinburgh Reporter 

Thu 13 April 
7.30pm 
£15
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...Music

Kris Drever Band 
Auditorium 

One of Scotland’s finest and most acclaimed 
songwriters Kris Drever is on the road with his 
own band - multi-instrumentalist and vocalist 
Louis Abbott, stellar double bassist and co-
producer Euan Burton and highly prized jazz 
singer Rachel Lightbody.   

Since the release of his 2020 album “Where The 
World Is Thin” Kris has been busy collaborating 
in the studio and playing major shows with Julie 
Fowlis, Karine Polwart, Sekou Keita and Jackie 
Morris for their Lost Spell Songs project (Thirty 
Tigers, 2021), won another BBC Radio 2 Folk 
Award for Best Original Song, collected Album 
of The Year at the Scots Trad Music Award 
2021, duetted with Aoife O’Donovan and 
toured with Lau and Rachel Baiman. 

Thu 1 June 
7.30pm 
£18 

The Hoth Brothers 
Auditorium 

The Hoth Brothers bring their pared down folk/ 
country fusion from the dry lands of Santa Fe to 
lands that are much more wet.  

Boris McCutcheon and Bard Edrington V were 
both solo musicians when they met and talked 
music while pruning fruit trees in New Mexico. 
Two years later they pulled in the wild, loose 
percussion of Greg Williams and the instinctive 
brilliance of Sarah Ferrell on bass and vocals and 
together they made the album “Workin’ and 
Dreamin’” recorded in just three days. It contains 
some of Boris and Bard’s most politically charged 
material, from the gospel-based Trees of Heaven 
to the blatant call to sharpen your pitchfork and 
remove the orange man’s liver in the anti-Trump 
inauguration song, January.  

“Putting the folk back into country, but with a 
razor sharp contemporary edge”  Rocking Magpie 

Thu 22 June 
7.30pm 
£16 

eg...

Aaron Jonah Lewis 
Auditorium 

Virtuoso banjo and fiddle player Aaron Jonah Lewis has 
been elbow-deep in traditional American music since 
first lessons at the age of five. Their concerts take 
audiences on a journey through the back roads of 
American old time and folk music, with detours through 
ragtime and early jazz. Aaron Jonah are passionate about 
sharing early fingerstyle banjo music and wants to “try 
to keep (classic banjo) alive and spread it around, as 
it’s a delightful style that brings joy and connects us 
to the depth of our shared American history.” 

Workshop 

Aaron Jonah will lead a 90 minute clawhammer banjo 
workshop from 3pm. It will focus on the fundamentals 
of frailling, especially right hand technique with an 
emphasis on rhythm and feel. Participants will learn a 
useful new tune or two and the workshop will cover the 
use of drop-thumb, hammer-ons and pull-offs.  
(Bring your own instrument) 

Fri 9 June 
Workshop 3pm 
Performance 7.30pm 

Combined workshop and performance 
£30, £15 under 26 

Workshop only £20, £10 under 26,  

Performance only £15, £10 under 26
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ROYAL BALLET 
presents 

Cinderella 
Auditorium 

Royal Ballet founder choreographer 
Frederick Ashton’s Cinderella celebrates its 
75th anniversary this season. The ballet’s 
opening night in 1948, featuring Moira 
Shearer and Michael Somes in the lead roles, 
was rapturously received. 

After over a decade away from the Royal 
Opera House stage, Ashton’s timeless 
reworking of Charles Perrault’s famous rags-
to-riches story returns, showcasing the 
choreographer’s deft musicality and the 
beauty of Prokofiev’s transcendent score. 
A creative team steeped in the magic of 
theatre, film, dance and opera brings new 
atmosphere to Cinderella’s ethereal world 
of fairy godmothers and pumpkin carriages, 
handsome princes and finding true love. 

Wed 12 April 
7.15pm 
£18, £10 under 16

ROYAL BALLET 
presents 

The Sleeping Beauty 
Auditorium 

Be swept away by Tchaikovsky’s ravishing 
music and Oliver Messel’s sumptuous fairytale 
designs with this true gem from the classical 
ballet repertory. 

The Sleeping Beauty holds a very special place 
in The Royal Ballet’s heart and history. It was the 
first performance given by the company when 
the Royal Opera House reopened at Covent 
Garden after World War II. In 2006, this original 
staging was revived and has been delighting 
audiences ever since. 

Wed 24 May 
7.15pm 
£18, £10 under 16

ROYAL OPERA  
presents 

Il Trovatore 
Auditorium 

Passions run high as Manrico and the Count di 
Luna compete for the affections of Leonora. 
Little do they know, Manrico’s mother Azucena 
has been keeping a terrible secret for decades. 
Soon a curse from the past will rise up from the 
ashes with devastating implications for them all. 

Starring Ludovic Tézier and Jamie Barton, Adele 
Thomas’s energetic staging sets Verdi’s tale in a 
Hieronymus Bosch-inspired universe of 
medieval superstition. Antonio Pappano 
conducts Verdi’s dramatic score, which features 
the famous “Anvil” chorus. 

Tue 13 June 
7.15pm 
£18, £10 under 16

ROYAL OPERA  
presents 

The Marriage 
of Figaro 
Auditorium 

Servants Figaro and Susanna are filled with 
excitement on their wedding day, but there’s a 
hitch: their employer, the Count Almaviva, has 
dishonourable intentions of his own towards 
the bride-to-be. 

With more twists than a page boy’s stockings, 
the story of Mozart’s comic opera will surprise 
and delight at every turn. Come for the music 
and stay for the cross-dressing hilarity, all 
unfolding over the course of one crazy, topsy-
turvy day in the Almaviva household. Royal 
Opera Music Director Antonio Pappano 
conducts a truly international cast in David 
McVicar’s timeless production. 

Thu 27 April 
7pm 
£18, £10 under 16



Music - Fundraiser ...Comedy

The CooHands 
Auditorium 

A hot stepping, hand clapping night to raise 
money for the brilliant Borders My Name'5 
Doddie Foundation. 

The CooHands - Seoras Ashby, Ken Kennedy, 
Murray Charters and Henry Taylor – play 
Americana to raise the roof…and promise to 
get the audience up and dancing. The band is 
donating its fee, the theatre is donating the 
venue and technical services.  

Friday 14 April 
7.30pm 
£20, £8 disabled and under 16s 
(all tickets include a free drink 
from the bar) 

SCOTTISH COMEDY AGENCY 
presents 

Jim Smith: The Hills 
Have Ayes 
Auditorium 

After his last sell out tour, Perthshire farmer and 
comedian Jim Smith dons the checked shirt 
again as he returns with a brand new show 
telling tales of Scottish rural life. With his 
trademark mix of regional accents and 
impressions, Jim shares anecdotes from his 
changing world which has seen him get 
engaged, become a first time father and 
continue farming through Covid and Brexit. 
Whether you live out in the sticks or embrace 
city life, there’s something for everyone as this 
‘Teuchter’ tours the country once again. 
Warning: may contain neeps! Plus support. 

Age: 16+ 

“He is nothing short of superb”  
The Scotsman 

Fri 30 June 
7.30pm 
£22.50

EASTGATE  PEEBLES  EH45 8AD      BOX OFFICE  01721 725 77714

All tickets from Eastgate Box Office 01721 725777

Take a look inside and find out what you can do…

play...learn... 
           create



Art Space 
with Hannah Davies 

Enjoy five different morning art classes over one week. With 
guidance from teacher and artist Hannah Davies participants will 
create a piece of work to take home at the end of each session. 
Choose any one class, any combination or all of them!  
No experience necessary just enthusiasm and imagination. 
 
MONDAY  
Birds: drawing and creating surfaces to use as material to create 
collages of birds. 
 
TUESDAY 
Faces: drawing, pastels and ink to create playful pictures of faces. 
 
WEDNESDAY 
Buildings: drawing and painting architecture. 
 
THURSDAY 
Flowers and plants: drawing and mono-printing of flowers/plants. 
 
FRIDAY 
Abstract Sculpture 3-d modelling using non-precious materials to 
create abstract forms. 
 
Age: 8 -12 
MONDAY 3 – FRIDAY 7 April 
10 – 11.30am 
£15 each day or £65 for five classes 
(all materials included)

Big Drum Adventure 
with Mat Clements 

Join Mat the Hat for a three-day Easter holiday big drum adventure: a musical 
jamboree of drumming, games and activities. No drumming experience is 
needed, just come along with a packed lunch, plenty of energy and a sense of 
adventure! All instruments and activities are provided. Mat the Hat is a tutor 
with the Youth Music Initiative and has been teaching drums to children of all 
ages since 1998. 

There will be a sharing for families in the auditorium at 2pm on the last day. 
 
Age: 8 – 12 (ish) 
TUESDAY 11 – THURSDAY 13 April 
10am – 3pm 
£60 for 3 day (£50 sibling discount)

Spring Holiday 
classes for 
    young people...



All tickets from Eastgate Box Office 01721 725777

Rhythm Kids  
with Frances Taylor 
Shake, rattle, roll in this lively class full of fun 
and musical games with percussion 
instruments. 

Age: 18 months - 3 years 
and their grown ups 

THURSDAYS 10 – 10.45am 
27 April – 15 June 
£48 for 8 weeks 

Let’s Pretend 
The Princess 
and the Pea  
with Jess Johnson 
Wee pretenders will create a new 
musical with Jess and puppet Bardolph, 
featuring a Prince, a Princess and…a pea! 

Age: 3 - 5 
TUESDAYS 1.45 – 2.30pm 
25 April – 13 June 

Or 

WEDNESDAYS 9.15 – 10am 
26 April – 14 June 
£48 for 8 weeks 

Dance Pointe Academy 
With Julie de Havilland 

This local dance school offers fun, creative and energetic 
classes for students of all ages and abilities. Enthusiastic, 
professional teachers provide a supportive environment for 
young people of all ages to explore the magic of dance.  
 
MONDAYS 17 April – 12 June 
Pre-school ballet, tap and jazz for ages 3 and 4 
3.30 – 4.15pm 
Grade 4 Modern Ballet 
4.15 – 5pm 
Beginners Pointe technique 
5pm – 5.45pm 
 
FRIDAYS 21 April – 16 June 
Variety of ballet, jazz and tap classes for primary 
school ages right through to the over 10s. 
1.15pm – 6pm 
 
Details, prices and booking: 
Dance Pointe Academy 
T: 07966 751 460  
E: admin@dancepointestudio.co.uk 
www.dancepointestudio.co.uk 

young people...
creative classes for 



To book please call the Eastgate Box Office 01721 725777

Drama... 
 
Acting Up - 
Til Death Us 
Do Part  
Read, explore and act three plays 
about the challenges of marriage. 
No acting experience needed. The 
first play is Gas Light by Patrick 
Hamilton, a 1938 thriller - a dark tale 
of a marriage based on deceit and 
trickery, and a husband committed 
to driving his wife insane in order to 
steal from her. The others are: A 
Boston Marriage (1999) by David 
Mamet and Worst Wedding Ever 
(2017) by Chris Chibnall (writer on 
Dr Who). 

Age: 50+ 
SATURDAYS 3.30 – 5pm 
27 May – 1 July 
£60 for 6 weeks 
 

Health & Wellbeing...  
Memory Lane Music 
with Nomad Beat 
A cheerful hour of song and music for adults living with 
dementia and their carers, led by musicians Frances Taylor 
and Robbie Tatler. Followed by a social café with 
refreshments. 
WEDNESDAYS 10.30 – 11.30am 
26 April – 14 June 
FREE but the class is very busy so, to avoid 
disappointment, places must be booked 
in advance. 

 
Dance for Parkinson’s  
Dance workshops (seated or standing) with live music 
created specially for those living with Parkinson’s disease. 
These sessions are designed to develop confidence and 
creativity, by addressing concerns such as balance, 
flexibility, coordination, mobility and social isolation. Each 
session includes time to enjoy tea/coffee, biscuits and a 
blether. 
THURSDAYS 11.30am – 1pm 
27 April – 29 June 
£8 per class (FREE for companions/carers) 
 

Peebles Players   
with Claire Garnett 
Lively music sessions for adults with disabilities. Sing well-
loved songs, choose from a selection of colourful percussion 
and make music together with friends. 
MONDAYS 2 – 3pm 
17 April – 26 June 
For more information: 07806 758085 
www.peeblesplayers.org.uk

creative classes for 
adults...

All tickets from Eastgate Box Office 01721 725777

Dance...with Sara Boles 
evening dance classes

Ballet  
A rigorous class combining both classical and 
modern ballet technique. No experience, 
limited experience or lots of experience of 
ballet, everyone is welcome to join.   
Age: 14+ 
MONDAYS 7 – 8.15pm 
Block 1: 24 April – 22 May 
Block 2: 29 May – 27 June 
£50 for each 5 week block 
 

Contemporary Dance  
This class focuses on building strong technique 
and fluid movement. Working towards creating 
completed pieces of choreography. 

Age: 15+ 
MONDAYS 8.15 – 9.30pm 
Block 1: 24 April – 22 May 
Block 2: 29 May – 27 June 
£50 for each 5 week block 

 
daytime dance classes

Tap (Experienced) 
A high energy and fun tap class. Refresh 
basic moves and learn new ones - find out 
what the body can be persuaded to do. 

Age: 16+ 
TUESDAYS 9.45 – 10.45am 
Block 1: 25 April – 23 May 
Block 2: 30 May – 27 June 
£50 for each 5 week block 
 

Ballet  
Improve balance, strength and control by 
building technique and add lyrical expression 
to beautiful music. 
Age: 16+ 
TUESDAYS 11am – 12noon 
Block 1: 25 April – 23 May 
Block 2: 30 May – 27 June 
£50 for each 5 week block 
 
FRIDAYS 9.45 – 10:45am  
Block 1: 28 April – 26 May 
Block 2: 29 May – 30 June 
£50 for each 5 week block 
 

Jazz for Exercise  
Enjoy rhythmic music?, take this opportunity 
to laugh and build strength and fitness week 
by week. 
Age: 16+ 
TUESDAYS 12.15 – 1.15pm 
Block 1: 25 April – 23 May 
Block 2: 30 May – 27 June 
£50 for each 5 week block 
 
FRIDAYS 11am – 12noon 
Block 1: 28 April – 26 May 
Block 2: 29 May – 30 June 
£50 for each 5 week block 
 

For more info or any queries about any 
of Sara’s classes please contact her 
T: 07800 893 734 
E: saraboles24@yahoo.co.uk 
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TRAGIC CARPET THEATRE  
presents 

The Seven Ravens 
Auditorium 

A raven visits a young, unhappy girl. Why are 
the birds gathering? And what is the secret that 
Ada learns about her past?  

Inspired by the brothers Grimm fairy tale, this 
tells the story of Ada, a young girl who is 
unhappy at school. She is visited by a raven and 
thrust into a dream world of quests, feathers 
and a glass mountain. The audience is taken on 
a tiny world adventure over an extraordinary, 
felted landscape as Ada unlocks the secret 
the Raven is trying to tell her.  

The Seven Ravens is a new performance/ 
installation - a mix of live puppetry, digital 
images, projection, needle felting and specially 
composed music and song. 

Thu 6 April 
2.30pm 
£10, £14 Adult + child, £6 under 16

FOLKSY THEATRE   
presents 

Mister Magnolia 
Auditorium 

Mister Magnolia has an old trumpet that goes 
rooty-toot, some fat owls, who are learning to 
hoot, a big purple dinosaur, who's a magnificent 
brute, two sisters who play the flute, and even a 
swimming pool with chute! But he still only has 
one boot! 

Join Mister Magnolia in his adventures filled 
with colourful characters, live music, puppetry 
and audience interaction. This fun, family 
extravaganza is based on the book by the 
wonderful Quentin Blake. 

Tue 11 April 
2.30pm 
£10, £14 adult + child, £6 under 16

To book please call the Eastgate Box Office 01721 725777

Dance into Spring: 
An Afternoon of 
Circle Dance                                   
with Gillian Limb and Kate Daly 
Dance to varied and beautiful music from 
around the world with a mix of traditional and 
choreographed steps. Some dances are gentle, 
others a little more lively. No partner required 
and no previous experience is necessary. 
Please wear comfortable clothing 
and footwear. 

Age 16+ 
SUNDAY 30 April 
2 – 4pm 
FREE but booking essential

FitSteps 
with Alex Saunders  
An energetic, up-beat dance fitness class 
featuring favourite strictly moves. This 
is a high energy, full body workout 
designed to give real, measurable 
fitness results. 

THURSDAYS 9.30 – 10.15am 
27 April – 29 June 
£60 for 10 weeks or 
£7.50 per class 

... Children

NEW
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Dance ...Music

FIONA HENDERSON 
SCHOOL OF DANCE 
presents 

Dance, Dance, Dance 
Auditorium 

The annual FHSD Junior School show is a 
favourite highlight of the dance year in Peebles 
with its wide range of styles including ballet, 
contemporary, jazz, tap, Highland, street, 
acro and modern.  

Join the junior pupils of this national award-
winning dance school as they, once again, 
perform on the Eastgate stage. 

Sat 27 May & Sun 28 May 
2.30pm 
£14, £7 under 16

PEEBLES CONCERT BAND 
presents 

Summer Concert   
Auditorium 

Peebles community concert band returns for its 
traditional Summer concert playing a rich mix of 
pieces including musicals, themes, and classics 
all led by eminent musical director Vaughan 
Fleishfresser. An evening of musical fun.  

Sat 3 June 
7.30pm 
£12

...Children

Borka: The Adventures of a 
Goose with no Feathers   
Auditorium 

This 45 minute children’s opera weaves live music, drama, singing, 
puppetry, and animation to celebrate 60 years since the publication 
of John Burningham’s touching tale. 

Borka, the goose, is different from her brothers and sisters, she has 
no feathers! When her family fly south for the winter, Borka, begins 
her own journey of discovery, making new friends, understanding 
it’s ok to be different, and ultimately finding her forever home. 

Ignite Music’s opera was created by Tim Yealland (Librettist) and 
Russell Hepplewhite (Composer) and features four classically 
trained singers accompanied by viola, bassoon and percussion. 

Age: 5+ their families and friends 

Thu 8 June 
6pm 
£12 adult, 
£8 child, 
£18 adult and child 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An opera for families & young people based on 
John Burningham’s classic picture book



Inspiring Life 
Mon 15 – Sat 20 May  

As part of Scottish Mental Health Awareness week, Inspiring 
Life – Evie Douglas Memorial Fund presents an extended programme of 
events, giving much needed energy and food for the mind, body and spirit.  
These events and sessions are confirmed as this brochure goes to print, to 
see what else has been added please check www.eastgatearts.com 

Art Therapy 
with Lynne Grahame 
A taster session to meet and make 
art together. 

Sat13 May  
10.30am – 12.30pm 
FREE 
 

Sing Up!  
Three musical theatre workshops 
led by composer and Musical 
Director Jon Beales and Director 
Clare Prenton. No singing experience 
necessary, just bring a bit of 
enthusiasm, a bottle of water and 
wear comfy clothes and shoes.  

Workshop 1 
Mon 15 May  6 – 8pm 
 
Workshop 2 
Wed 17 May  6 – 8pm 
 
Workshop 3 
Fri 19 May  6 – 8pm 
 

Sing Up! Sharing  
Performance for friends and families.  

Fri 19 May 
7.30 – 8pm 
 

Sound Healing 
Chamber 
Meditative sound journey using 
sound bowls, drums and voice led 
by Suzi Nairn. 

Thu 18 May 
7.30 – 9pm 
£20
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Stories and Soup 
Anne Younger Studio 

This season’s inspiring, springtime tales each feature a 
musical element to complement a light soup and sandwich lunch. 

Ailsa Dixon opens the series on Wed 3 May. Ailsa is a storyteller and 
musician who is passionate about sharing traditional tales and unheard 
histories - often incorporating traditional song and folk cello and 
clarsach into her performances. 

On Wednesday 17 May Lauren Bianchi is the featured storyteller. 
Guitar playing Lauren is steeped in the culture drawn from the Scottish 
landscape, people and history. She also firmly believes that we are all 
citizens of the world so she researches and tells real and imagined 
stories – myths, truths and somewhere in between. 

Franziska Droll takes over on 31 May to mix stories from Scotland 
with some from her native Black Forest in Germany. An interactive and 
entertaining storyteller, Franziska’s stories often come with a song 
and/or the sound of her ukulele or moon drum. 

There are two more Stories and Soup sessions in June. The speakers 
will be announced on www.eastgatearts.com 

Stories & Soup is presented with the help of Traditional Arts Culture 
Scotland (TRACS) at The Storytelling Centre in Edinburgh. 

Wed 3, 17, 31 May and 14, 28 June 
1pm 
£10

Storytelling

Inspiring Life Day 
Saturday 20 May 
 
12.30 – 1.15pm     Fitsteps with Alex Saunders 
                                  An energetic dance class to launch the day. 

12.45 – 1.30pm     Drumming Workshop with Jenny Noble 
                                  A loud, fun drumming workshop with 
                                  Nomad Beat. 

1 – 3pm                   Get up close to the magnificent 
                                  Velvet Hall Alpacas. 

2 – 3.30pm             The Power of Six  
                                  Toolbox Workshop led by See Me Scotland. 

2.30 – 4pm             After Shock 
                                  When life is turned upside down, what do 
                                  you do? This dance workshop explores 
                                  reaction to change and how to move 
                                  forward. 

4.15 – 5pm             Memory Lane Singalong 
                                  Join Frances Taylor and Robbie Tatler for 
                                  a fun session of familiar songs and music. 

5 – 6.30pm             Future Perfect Sharing 
                                  Performance of a contemporary dance 
                                  piece created during a series of workshops 
                                  examining identity: Who I Was, Who I am 
                                  & Who I Choose to Become. 
                                  Followed by a musical sendoff by 
                                  Nomad Beat musicians. 

 

Tickets for most Inspiring Life sessions are FREE 
but advance booking is essential.



...Music

Pygmy Twylyte 
Auditorium 

Frank Zappa was so prolific that it is nearly 
impossible to perform a representative sample 
of his work in just one concert. The one 
hundred plus official Zappa albums range from 
60’s psychedelia with the Mothers of Invention, 
jazz and rock material tinged with Zappa’s own 
inimitable spin, through to orchestral 
compositions. 

Navigating the vast Zappa oeuvre is no mean 
feat, but Pygmy Twylyte have embraced the 
challenge with gusto. Since 2018, the band 
has selected a core body of classic material, 
complemented with a rotating offering of more 
obscure cuts, and blasted this to delighted 
audiences across the UK. A must-see event 
for Zappa fans. 

Sat 17 June 
7.30pm 
£14

PEEBLES CYCLING CLUB  
presents 

Jenny Graham 
Auditorium 

One woman. One bike. One world. The extraordinary story 
of one woman’s record-breaking pedal around the planet. 

In 2018, over the course of 18,000 miles, Scottish cyclist 
Jenny Graham smashed the round-the- world cycling record 
by nearly three weeks, finishing in 124 days and 11 hours. 

Alone and unsupported, Jenny left family and friends behind 
in Scotland to complete her mission: a solo lap of the planet 
by bike. Her inspiring story swerves from terrifying near 
collisions on the Russian roads and weather extremes 
in the southern hemisphere to the beauty of the 
Mongolian landscape and exhilarating wildlife 
encounters in North America. 

Join Jenny as she recounts her 
friendships with strangers and the 
myriad different cultures she 
comes across that gave 
her a new perspective 
on the world. 

Followed by a Q&A. 

@jennygrahamis 

Sat 6 May 
7.30pm 
£14, £12 PCC members 
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Tuesday 18 April to Sunday 23 April

Meet the stars of tomorrow as an international cast of actors, 
directors and crew descend on Peebles for a six day 
celebration of the very best in independent film in the 
second Scotland International Festival of Cinema. 

This sister festival to the celebrated Idyllwild International 
Festival of Cinema in California is a red-carpet event and 
will include 100 films and animations from 13 countries.  

 

Specially priced passes on sale from Mon 20 March. 

See website for details: 
www.eastgatearts.com 
www.scotlandifc.com

PEEBLES ORCHESTRA  
presents 

Elijah 
Leckie Memorial Church 

Drought, fire, flood and whirlwind; fear, 
courage and faith. The dramatic story of 
the prophet Elijah is brought to life in 
Mendelssohn’s well-loved oratorio. A lone 
voice against oppressive rulers, Elijah raises 
the dead, calls down fire from heaven, escapes 
persecution and despair, and is taken up to 
heaven in a whirlwind. 

Scottish baritone Ivor Klayman sings the title 
role, one of the last chances to hear him before 
he retires from the stage. He is joined by other 
talented soloists, a bespoke choir as well as the 
musicians of Peebles Orchestra. 

Sat 20 May 
7.30pm 
£12, £1 schoolchildren

The Visit 
Auditorium 

The Eastgate Theatre is delighted to have been chosen as a venue for this year’s 
Showcase Scotland Expo - the Scottish export office for Folk, roots and world music. 

Over these two nights a selection of the finest Scottish artists will perform for a 
specially invited audience made up of overseas industry music personnel. 

Showcase Scotland Expo is supported by Creative Scotland. 
Fri 28 and Sat 29 April

Film ...Music
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These and details of additional films will be posted onto  
www.eastgatearts.com 

Film

for more information visit  www.eastgatearts.com

Latecomers 
If you are delayed and miss a show start time 
we will do our best to admit you as soon as we 
can to a seat at the back of the auditorium (to 
minimise disturbance). You may have to wait 
until a suitable break in the show and, 
occasionally, until the interval. 

Accessibility 
The Eastgate has level access, adapted toilet 
facilities and a passenger lift. There are six 
spaces to accommodate wheelchairs (please 
book in advance through Box Office). The 
seating bank is also fitted with grab rails. 

Babies/young children 
Are welcome in the café and the theatre. In the 
theatre under-two year olds are classified as 
babes in arms and can sit on adult’s knees but 
must still have a ticket (it will be issued free by 
Box Office). Adults may be asked to remove 
noisy children from the theatre. 

Assist dogs 
Are welcome, the front row offers the best 
space for dogs to lie down beside their owners, 
just ask at Box Office. 

Alterations to programme 
All of the information in this brochure is 
correct at the time we go to press. However 
we reserve the right to be human and make 
the odd mistake.

Tickets 
You can buy tickets in person at Box Office, 
over the phone on 01721 725777 or online 
at www.eastgatearts.com 
Pay using cash, cheque, debit or credit 
cards (excluding AmEx). 

Tickets can be kept at the box office for 
collection, or posted out for a £1.50 charge. 

Reservations 
We will only reserve tickets for groups of 10 
or more. Any group reservations not paid for 
within an agreed timescale will be released 
for general sale. 

Refunds 
Refunds are only given if a show has to be 
cancelled. Tickets may be exchanged or 
transferred at the discretion of the Box Office 
Manager. For shows which sell out we will try 
to resell any tickets returned, but this cannot 
be guaranteed. 

Data protection 
All customer details are treated confidentially. 
The Eastgate adheres to all GDPR rules on 
customer data.  

Special effects 
We will inform you as soon as we find out a 
show has special effects. Often we are not 
told in advance so please look out for signs 
in the foyer. 

Useful information... 

The Eastgate Theatre post code is EH45 8AD 

Car Parking 
Use the Edinburgh Road Car Park. It is free every day except Saturday from 8.30am to 5.30pm. 
From the car park, take the pedestrian footpath towards town. The Eastgate is a 2 to 3 minute walk.  

By Bus – Borders Buses run regular services to/from Edinburgh via Penicuik, and to/from Galashiels 
via Innerleithen and Walkerburn. The nearest bus stop (for buses in both directions) is opposite the 
theatre, at the Post Office.

Follow us on Twitter@EastgateTheatre Facebook/Eastgate Theatre

3332

Marcel the Shell with 
Shoes On 
Marcel is an adorable one-inch-
tall shell who ekes out a colourful 
existence with his grandmother 
Connie, and their pet lint Alan. 
Once part of a sprawling 
community of shells, they now 
live alone as the sole survivors of 
a mysterious tragedy. However, 
when a documentary filmmaker 
discovers them, the short film he 
posts online brings Marcel 
millions of fans, as well as 
unprecedented dangers and a 
new hope of finding his long-lost 
family. 
Sat 8 April, 1.30pm 
 
Allelujah 
When the geriatric ward in a 
small Yorkshire hospital is 
threatened with closure, the 
hospital decides to fight back by 
galvanizing the local community. 
They invite a news crew to film 
their preparations for a concert in 
honour of the hospital's most 
distinguished nurse. What could 
go wrong? Allelujah celebrates 
the spirit of the elderly patients 
and pays tribute to the medical 
staff battling with limited 
resources and ever-growing 
demand. 
Wed 26 April, 7.30pm 
 

Mummies 
In this animated adventure, three 
ancient Egyptian mummies live in 
an underground secret city, 
hidden in ancient Egypt. The trio 
includes a princess, a former 
charioteer, and his younger 
brother, along with their pet baby 
crocodile. Through a series of 
unfortunate events, the mummies 
end up in present-day London 
and embark on a wacky and 
hilarious journey in search of an 
old ring belonging to the Royal 
Family, which was stolen by the 
ambitious archaeologist Lord 
Carnaby. 
Wed 3 May, 5.30pm 
 
The Super Mario Bros. 
Movie 
A Brooklyn plumber named 
Mario travels through the 
Mushroom Kingdom with a 
princess named Peach and an 
anthropomorphic mushroom 
named Toad to find Mario's 
brother, Luigi, and to save the 
world from a ruthless fire-
breathing Koopa named Bowser. 
Wed 31 May, 5.30pm 
 

Guardians of 
the Galaxy Vol 3 
Still reeling from the loss of 
Gamora, Peter Quill rallies his 
team to defend the universe and 
one of their own - a mission that 
could mean the end of the 
Guardians if unsuccessful. 
Wed 14 June, 5.30pm 
 
The Little Mermaid 
A young mermaid makes a deal 
with a sea witch, to trade her 
beautiful voice for human legs so 
she can discover the world above 
water and impress a prince. 
Wed 28 June, 5.30pm 



What’s on...

FOR FULL LISTINGS PLEASE VISIT www.eastgatearts.com

APRIL   MAY   JUNE 2023

EASTGATE THEATRE & ARTS CENTRE

All information correct at the time of going to print.
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Friends of the Eastgate 
With nearly 300 members, the Friends are proud to support the theatre, 
but could be three times the size! So, we are on a recruitment drive and 
there has never been a better time to join.  
Benefits of becoming a Friend of the Eastgate: 
• Newsletters and updates 
• Discounts on some live shows 
• Discounts at the cafe 
• Social activities 
• Opportunity to join the exclusive Friends Lottery 
• Variety of fundraising activities 

So, what are you waiting for? 
Come and join today! 

The annual subscription fee is £35 and allows 
the theatre to update essential equipment.

To become a Friend just pick up an application at the Box Office 
or complete the form online – www.eastgatearts.com

JOIN 
today

Sat 1 Drama: Wandering Willie’s Tale 7.30pm £12 8 

Thu 6 Drama: The Seven Ravens 2.30pm £10 23 

Sat 8 Film: Marcel The Shell with Shoes On 1.30pm £10 32 

Tue 11 Drama: Mister Magnolia 2.30pm £10 23 

Wed 12 Ballet on Screen: RB Cinderella 7.15pm £18 12 

Thu 13 Music: Solo Esther Swift 7.30pm £16 9 

Fri 14 Music: The CooHands 7.30pm £20 14 

Tue 18 – Sun 23 Festival: Scotland International Festival of Cinema 30 

Wed 26 Film: Allelujah 7.30pm £10 32 

Thu 27 Opera on Screen: ROH The Marriage of Figaro 7pm £18 13 

Fri 28 & Sat 29 Music: The Visit Trade Fair 31 

 

 

Wed 5 Stories and Soup: Ailsa Dixon 1pm £10 26 

Wed 3 Film: Mummies 5.30pm £10 32 

Thu 4 Music: Breabach 7.30pm £18 9 

Fri 5 Drama on Screen: NT Good 7pm £18 4 

Sat 6 Talk: Jenny Graham 7.30pm £14 28 

Thu 11- Sat 13 Drama: The 39 Steps 7.30pm £12 8 

Wed 17 Stories and Soup: Lauren Bianchi 1pm £10 26 

Thu 18 – Sat 20 Wellbeing: Inspiring Life FREE 27 

Sat 20 May Peebles Orchestra: Elijah 7.30pm £12 31 

Wed 24 Ballet on Screen: RB The Sleeping Beauty 7.15pm £18 12 

Thu 25 Drama on Screen: NT Life of Pi 7pm £18 7 

Sat 27 & Sun 28 Dance: FHSD Dance, Dance, Dance 2.30pm £14 24 

Wed 31 Stories and Soup: Franziska Droll 1pm £10 26 

Wed 31 Film: The Super Mario Bros. Movie 5.30pm £10 32  

Thu 1 Music: Kris Drever Band 7.30pm £18 10 

Sat 3 Music: Summer Concert Peebles Concert Band 7.30pm £12 24 

Wed 7 Film: see www.eastgatearts.com for details 

Thu 8 Children: Borka, The Goose with No Feathers 6pm £12 25 

Fri 9 Music: Aaron Jonah Lewis 7.30pm £15 11 

Tue 13 Opera on Screen: ROH It Trovatore 7.15pm £18 13 

Wed 14 Stories and Soup 1pm £10 26 

Wed 14 Film: Guardians of the Galaxy vol 3 5.30pm £10 32 

Thu 15 Drama on Screen: NT Best of Enemies 7pm £18 6 

Sat 17 Music: Pygmy Twylyte 7.30pm £14 29 

Thu 22 Music: Hoth Brothers 7.30pm £16 10 

Wed 28 Stories and Soup 1pm £10 26 

Wed 28 Film: The Little Mermaid 5.30pm £10 32 

Fri 30 Comedy: The Hills Have Ayes - Jim Smith 7.30pm £22.50 14



BOX OFFICE OPEN 
MONDAY - SATURDAY 
10am – 5pm 

BOX OFFICE  
01721 725 777 
www.eastgatearts.com


